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KULKS    AND    OKDERS 


FOR    THE 


REGULATION  AND  GOA'ERNMENT 


OF    THE 


SENATE  OF  MAE YLAND. 


.JANUARY  SESSION, 

1858. 


RULES  AND  OIIIU'IIS 


I. 

The  ricsidrnt  shall  takf  the  ('hair  at  the  lioiir  of  nu'ctino'. 

II. 

Every  Senator  shall  take  his  seal  when  the  President  tnken 
the  Chair,  and  remain  uncovered  until  tlie  Senate  ri^es. 

Til. 

The  names  ol' tlie  Si.Miators  shall  he  ealled  in  alphaltetieal 
order,  when  tlie  President  takes  the  Chair. 

IV. 

The  President  havin:^  taken  t!ie  ('hair,  a  qnornm  hein;:: 
present,  the  Journal  of  the  preceding  day  shall  he  read,  thai 
any  mistake  that  shall  have  been  made  in  the  entries  may 
he  corrected. 

V. 

Kvery  Senator  who  shall  deliver  his  opinion,  suhniii  a 
motion,  or  s]»eak  in  dehate,  shall  rise  and  address  himself 
to  the  President. 

W. 

Ko  Senator,  in  dehate,  shall  nami.'  any  other  l>y  his  pro- 
per mime,  hut  shall  desi<;nate  him  in  some  other  mode. 

^■ll. 

No  Senator  shall  sjieak  more  tiian  once  upon  any  suh- 
jret.  until  ev(M-y  other  Senator  wishin-^'  to  s])eak,  shall  have 
spoken. 


4  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

VIII. 

If  two  or  more  Senators  shall  rise  at  the  same  time  to 
speak,  the  President  shall  determine  which  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

IX. 

If  any  Senator  shall  be  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
or  by  any  member,  he  thall  take  his  seat  until  it  shall  be 
determined  whether  he  is  in  order  or  not ;  and  all  questions 
shall  be  determined  in  the  first  instance  by  the  President, 
Avithout  debate  ;  but  any  member  shall  have  a  right  to  ap- 
peal from  his  decision  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate. 

X. 

Every  Bill  and  every  Resolution  shall  be  read  on  three 
several  days,  unless  it^shall  be  read  by  special  order  upon 
the  assent  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  Senate. 

XI. 

■     Tliere  shall  be  a  call  of  the  Senate  u^Jon  the  motion  of  any 

Senator,  and    all  absent   members,  being  at  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment, shall  thereupon  be  sent  for. 

XII. 

Every  Bill  and  Resolution  originated  and  passed  by  the 
House  of  Delegates  shall,  after  the  first  reading  in  the  Senate, 
be  referred  to  the  appropriate  Standing  Committee,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

.  XIII. 

I 

All  questions  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the 
attending  members,  except  such  as  are  otherwise  provided 
for  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate. 

XIV. 

Every  question  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal,  and  the 
votes  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  if  required  by  any  Senator. 

XV. 

The  name  of  every  Senator  shall  appear  on  the  Journal, 
on  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  on  motion  proposing 
a  Resolution,  and  on  motion  to  amend  a  Bill,  Resolution  or 
order. 

XVI. 

The  President  may  vote  on  any  question,  except  in  case  of 
appeal  from  his  own    decision  ;  he  may  from   time  to   time, 
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call  any  iiiciuIxT  to  the    Oliair  ;  uiid,  nvIh-ii  (»ii  tin;    Hour,    he 
t^\\;i\\  linvc  the  |)rivil('|j;c  of  cnli'rin^;  into  duliate. 

X\ll. 

All  Coinmittoes  of  tl\e  Senate,  for  conference,  shall,  if  ro- 
«liiirctl  by  any  niomhcr,  he  olccteil  liy  hallot,  the  number  not 
to  exceed  live. 

xvm. 

No  Senalur  sliall  abst.'Jit  himself  froin  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment without  leave  of  the  Senate;. 

XIX. 

No  rule  shall  be  disiK'Usrd  with,  without  the  concurrence 
of  two-tliirds  (if  the  incinbiTs  prrsent. 

XX. 

When  a  (jucstion  is  uudi^r  dt'b.ite.  no  mntion  shall  be  re- 
ceived unless  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  tabic,  to  cojnmit,  to 
re-commit,  to  amend,  or  to  postpone  the  question  to  a  day 
certain  :  which  several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the 
oilier  in  which  tliey  arc  here  stated. 

XXI. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  l)c  in  order,  and  shall 
h(>  decided  without  debate. 

XXII. 

Any  Senator  may  call  for  a  division  of  a  fjuestion  when 
the  sense  will  admit  it. 

XXIII. 

When  a  question  has  once  been  made  and  carried  in  the 
alKrmativeor  ne;:;ative.  it  shall  be  in  itrder  tor  any  member 
of  the  majority  to  move  for  the  re-consideration  thereof;  ex- 
ceptinjj;  in  cases  where  the  (luestion  has  failed  for  the  want 
of  a  Constitutional  majority,  when  it  shall  be  in  order  for 
any  Member,  votinjj:  on  either  side  of  the  question,  to  move 
for  the  re-consideration  theretW';  but  no  motion  for  the  re- 
consideration of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order  after  a  Bill, 
Resolution,  Messafje,  Re]>ort,  Amendment  or  Motion,  upon 
which  the  vote  v.as  taken,  shall  have  i^one  out  of  the  pos- 
session of  the  Senate,  ahnouncini;  their  decision;  nor  shall 
any  motion  lor  re-^^onsideralion  be  in  order,  unless  made  on 
the  same  d.iy  on  which  the  vote  was  taken,  or  within  the 
next  two  days  of  actual  session  o\'  the  Sonati^  thereafter. 
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XXIV. 


The  Reading  Clerk  of  tlie  Senate  sliall  lay  upon  the  desk 
of  the  President,  every  morning,  all  Bills,  Resolutions  and 
Motions  depending  before  the  Senate,  in  the  order  of  time 
in  which  they  were  reported  or  presented  for  consideration  ; 
and,  at  all  times  while  the  Senate  is  setting,  when  no  motion 
is  under  consideration,  the  President  shall,  without  any  mo- 
tion, take  up  said  Bills,  Resolutions  and  Motions,  in  the 
above  order,  and  propose  them  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate  :  and  they  shall  then  be  considered  and  acted  upon, 
unless  postponed  by   the  order  of  the  Senate. 

XXV. 

Whenever  any  Bill,  Resolution,  Report  or  other  proposi- 
tion shall  have  been  read  through  a  second  time,  with  or 
without  amendment,  the  President  shall  propound  the  ques- 
tion:  '-'Shall  this  Bill,  (Resolution,  Report,  or  other  propo- 
sition,) be  engrossed  for  a  third  -reading?"  If  decided  in 
the  negative,  the  Bill,  &c. ,  shall  be  rejected  ;  if  in  the  affirm- 
ative, it  shall  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  Senate. 

XXVI. 

No  amendment  shall  be  received  at  the  third  reading  of 
any  Bill,  Resolution,  Report  or  other  proposition  originating 
in  the  Senate,  unless  by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present ;  but  it  shall  at  all  times  be  in  order  before  the 
final  pa.ssage  of  any  such  Bill,  Resolution,  Report  or  other 
proposition,  to  move  its  re-commitment :  and.  should  such 
commitment  take  place,  and  any  amendment  be  reported  by 
the  committee,  the  said  Bill,  Resolution,  Report  or  other 
proposition,  as  amended,  shall  be  read,  and  such  reading  be 
considered  a  second  reading  ;  and  then  the  question  shall  be 
put,  v/hether  it  shall  be  engrossed'  and  read  a  third  time  ; 
and  if  decided  in  the  negative,  the  Bill,  &c. ,  shall' be  reject- 
ed ;  if  in  the  affirmative,  it  shall  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate. 

XXVII. 

The  following  Standing  Committees,  who  shall  have 
leave  to  report  by  Bill  or  otherwise,  shall  be  appointed  at 
the  commencement  of  each  session  by  the  President,  unless 
otherwise  ordered,  to  wit : 

A  Committee,  on  Finance,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  Committee  on  Judicial  Proceedings,  to  consist  of  five 
Senators. 
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A  Cominittfc  <tii  Inttriml  liiiprovt'iiientn,  t<»  conHist  ol' five 

A  Coinniittfr  <»ii  Ufvctlutionary  (Maims,  to  cxinsiflt  of  five 
Seiifitors. 

A  Cominittet'  on  Invalid  Deeds  antl  Defective  Prooecdinjrs. 
to  consist  of  five  fSentitors, 

A  Committee  on  J  nnolveiit  Luwk,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  Committee  on  the  fiibiary,  to  consist  three  Roiiators. 

A  Conunifter-  on  KnjrnisKed  Bills,  to  consist  of  five  Sena- 
tors. 

A  Committee  on  Pensions,  lo  consist  of  three  Senators. 

A  Committee  on  Colored  roj)iilatioii.  lu  consist  of  five 
Senalois. 

A  Committee  on  Corjiurations  and  JuinL  .Stock  (Joiuj)anie8, 
to  consist  ot  five  Senators. 

A  Committee  on  Rlections.  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  Committee  on  Auricultiire,  to  consist  of  iivii   Senators. 

A  Commitlee  on  I'lintiny;,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  Committee  on  Kducation,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  (N)mmittee  on  tlie  Chesa}>eake  May  and  its  Tributaries, 
to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

And  all  other  Committees  sliall  consisf  ,.r  tlnce  S'-natov?. 
to  he  appointed  by  tbo  President. 

xxvni. 

No  motion  t(»  rescind  a  Knle  shall  be  received  unless  notice 
of  the  motion  shall  havt-  been  u;iven  on  a  ])revious  day. 

XXIX. 

Tlic  Senate,  from  its  or<iiini/,ation,  and  tlie  flnlies  it  has  to 
]»erform.  not  havini;  tiic  time,  and  not  beiiiir  adapted  to  in- 
vestiijatini;  the  facts  uj)on  which  Private  Hijjhts  rest,  will 
not  pass  any  Private  Acts,  in  eases  where  any  or  either  oi" 
the  Courts  of  this  Stiite,  have  jurisdiction,  and  can,  upon 
proper  application,  afford  competent  relief. 

XXX. 

When  acting  on  Executive  business,  the  Senate  shall  be 
cleared  of  all  jiersons  t^xcept  the  Secretary,  Reading  Clerk, 
and  Scrirennt-at-Arnis. 
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XXXI. 


A  distinct  and  separate  Journal  shall  be  prepared  and 
kept  by  tlie  Secretary,  of  the  Executive  Proceedings  of  the 
Senate. 

XXXII. 

The  Rules  which  now  govern  the  Senate  in  Legislative 
Sessions,  shall  govern  it  while  in  Executive  Sessions,  except 
so  far  as  they  may  be  modified  by  these  or  other  rules. 

XXXIII. 

When  nominations  shall  be  made  in  writing  by  the  Grov- 
ernor,  to  the  Senate^,  a  future  day  shall  be  assigned  for  their 
consideration,  unless  the  Senate  unanimously  direct  •other- 
wise. 

XXXIV. 

When  the  President  8hall  understand  that  tlie  Senate  is 
prepared  to  decide  upon  any  pending  nomination,  he  shall 
put  the  question  :   "Will  the   Senate  advise   and   consent  to 

the  nomination  of ,  to    the   office  of ?"  and   if 

required  by  any  Senator,  the  said  question  shall  be  determin- 
ed by  taking  the  yeas  and  nays. 

XXXV. 

All  confidential  communications  made  by  the  Governor  to 
the  Senate^  shall  be,  by  the  members  thereof,  kept  secret 
until  the  Senaie  shall,  by  Order  or  Eesolutiou,  take  off  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  ;  this  Eule  not  to  impose  secrecy  as  to 
the  nominees  to  office,  unless  specially  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

XXXVI. 

All  information  or  remarks  touching  or  concerning  the 
character  or  qualifications  of  any  person  nominated  by  the 
Governor,  shall  be  ke])t  secret. 

XXX  VI  I. 

Ail  nominations  definitely  acted  on  by  the  Senate,  shall 
be  returned  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Governor,  from  day  to 
day^  as  they  may  occur  ;  and  when  requested  by  the  Gover- 
nor, authenticated  transcripts  of  the  Executive  Eecords  of 
the  Senate  may,  by  the  order  of  the  Senate,  be  furnished  to 
the  Governor  ;  and  all  original  papers  touching  the  Execu- 
tive Proceedings  of  the  Senate  shall  lie  carefully  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  there  preserved, 
unless  re([uested  to  be  returned  by  the  Governor,  or  ordered 
to  be  so  returned  bv  the  order  of  the  Senate  :  and  no  Execu- 
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tive  })UHiru'Ns  slmll  be  imicle  known  or    publinhed  ljy  the   Se- 
cretary, without  the  .s))*'ci(il  dircctiun  of  the  Senate. 

XXXVIII. 

Wlienever  it  shali  be  determined  by  the  .Joint  Resolution 
ot"  the  two  Brandies  of  the  (roneial  AMsemhly,  or  otherwise, 
that  the  General  Assembly  will  finally  adjourn  on  a  jiarticu- 
lar  day,  the  Senate  shall,  at  least  twenty-lour  liours  before 
such  con  temp  hit  edadjounment,  communicate  the  facts  through 
their  Secretary,  to  the  Governor,  and  request  to  be  informed 
whether  he  has  any  further  nominations  to  make. 

XXXIX. 

The  secresy  enjoined  hy  the  36th  and  36th  Rules  shall  be 
construed  to  apply  to  all  proceedings  in  Executive  Session, 
excejit  the  names  of  nominees,  and  the  confirmation  or  re- 
jection thereof,  without  the  privilege  of  assigning  reasons 
pending  the  injunction,  or  disclosing  the  vote  or  o])inion  of 
any  Senator. 

XL. 

In  addition  to  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Senate, 
there  shall  he  appointed,  by  the  President,  an  Executive 
Committee  on  Executive  Nominations,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate,  to  examine  all 
recommendations  made  to  the  Executive  in  favor  ot  appli- 
cants for  nliice,  and  all  communications  received  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive opposed  to  the  aqpointment  of  any  applicant,  so  far 
a.s  said  recommendations  and  communications  may  be  com- 
municated to  said  Committee  by  the  f^xecuticie.  and  report 
thereon. 

XLI. 

It  shall  not  be  permitted  to  any  Senator,  in  the  tbrm  ofan 
Order,  rie.si)lution,  or  otherwi.se,  to  place  upon  the  Journals 
any  observation  made  by  himself  or  another,  touching  the 
character  or  fitness  for  office,  of  anv  individual. 
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